
DECLARATION UPON RATIFICATION OF UNCLOS (text adopted from UN) 

Upon ratification (14 October 1996): 

In accordance with article 310 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the 

Government of Malaysia makes the following declarations:  

1. The Malaysian Government is not bound by any domestic legislation or by any declaration 

issued by other States upon signature or ratification of this Convention. Malaysia reserves the 

right to state its position concerning all such legislations or declarations at the appropriate 

time. In particular, Malaysia's ratification of the Convention in no way constitutes recognition 

of the maritime claims of any other State having signed or ratified the Convention, where 

such claims are inconsistent with the relevant principles of international law and the 

provisions of the Convention on the Law of the Sea and which are prejudicial to the 

sovereign rights and jurisdiction of Malaysia in its maritime areas.  

2. The Malaysian Government understands that the provisions of article 301, prohibiting "any 

threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or 

in any other manner inconsistent with the principles of international law embodied in the 

Charter of the United Nations", apply in particular to the maritime areas under the 

sovereignty or jurisdiction of the coastal State.  

3. The Malaysian Government also understands that the provisions of the Convention do not 

authorize other States to carry out military exercises or manoeuvres, in particular those 

involving the use of weapons or explosives in the exclusive economic zone without the 

consent of the coastal State.  

4. In view of the inherent danger entailed in the passage of nuclearpowered vessels or vessels 

carrying nuclear material or other material of a similar nature and in view of the provision of 

article 22, paragraph 2, of the Convention on the Law of the Sea concerning the right of the 

coastal State to confine the passage of such vessels to sea lanes designated by the State within 

its territorial sea, as well as that of article 23 of the Convention, which requires such vessels 

to carry documents and observe special precautionary measures as specified by international 

agreements, the Malaysian Government, with all of the above in mind, requires the aforesaid 

vessels to obtain prior authorization of passage before entering the territorial sea of Malaysia 

until such time as the international agreements referred to in article 23 are concluded and 

Malaysia becomes a party thereto. Under all circumstances, the flag State of such vessels 

shall assume all responsibility for any loss or damage resulting from the passage of such 

vessels within the territorial sea of Malaysia.  

5. The Malaysian Government also wishes to reiterate the statement relating to article 233 of 

the Convention in its application to the Straits of Malacca and Singapore which has been 

annexed to a letter dated 28 April 1982 transmitted to the President of the Third United 

Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.  

6. The ratification of the Convention by the Malaysian Government shall not in any manner 

affect its rights and obligations under any agreements and treaties on maritime matters 

entered into which the Malaysian Government is a party.  

7. The Malaysian Government interprets article 74 and article 83 to the effect that in the 

absence of agreement on the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone or continental shelf 



or other maritime zones, for an equitable solution to be achieved, the boundary shall be the 

median line, namely a line every point of which is equidistant from the nearest points of the 

baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Malaysia and of such other States is 

measured.  

Malaysia is also of the view that in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, namely 

article 56 and article 76, if the maritime area is less [than] or to a distance of 200 nautical 

miles from the baselines, the boundary for the continental shelf and the exclusive economic 

zone shall be on the same line (identical).  

8. The Malaysian Government declares, without prejudice to article 303 of the Convention on 

the Law of the Sea, that any objects of an archaeological and historical nature found within 

the maritime areas over which it exerts sovereignty or jurisdiction shall not be removed, 

without its prior notification and consent.  

 


